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We are disappointed that the Government has not taken a further (and probably more
significant)'red tape reduction'opportunity and also excluded from the Act those retail
shop leases entered into by public companies and their subsidiaries, as is the case in

Victoria and some other States, The protections afforded by the Act should not be
extended to large retail businesses that are more than capable of looking after
themselves in negotiations with property owners and who are larger and more
economically powerful than the owners with whom they negotiate. Listed retail
companies usually have stores which number in the hundreds which gives them
enormous bargaining strength. It is absurd that large listed Australian and international
retailers are provided with the protection of the Act, particularly when these international
retailers do not have the benefit of retail tenancy legislation in their home countries or in
other countries in which they operate, An exclusion from the Act of retail shop leases to
listed retailers would substantially reduce the regulatory burden on both retail property
owners and on these retailers, Nevertheless we accept that this proposal did not win the
support of the retailer associations - unsurprisingly since these listed retailers exert
significant influence within these associations - and the Government has generally not
adopted proposals by the Reference Group which did not achieve a consensus. We hope
that this is a measure to reduce regulatory costs (for landlords and tenants) which will be
addressed in the future,
The Bill does not include an operative date. Clause 2 provides that the Act commences on
a day to be fixed by proclamation, In order to ensure that all lessors and lessees of retail
shops in Queensland receive adequate notice of measures in the Bill which will impact on
them, we respectfully request that the Committee recommends to the Attorney-General
that the operative date of these amendments to the Retail Shop Leases Act be six
months after the Bill receives Assent,

The SCCA represents Australia's largest shopping centre owners, managers

and

developers. Our members operate across metropolitan, regional and rural areas of
Queensland and include: AMP Capital Investors, Blackstone Group, Brookfield Office
Properties, Charter Hall Retail REIT, DEXUS Property Group, Eureka Funds Management,
GPT Group, Ipoh, ISPT, Jen Retail Properties, JLL, Lancini Group, Lendlease, McConaghy
Group, McConaghy Properties, Mirvac, Perron Group, Precision Group, QIC, Savills, SCA
Property Group, Scentre Group (owner and manager of Westfield shopping centres in
Australia and New Zealand), Stockland and Vicinity Centres (formerly Federation Centres
and Novion Property Group),
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